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Plants described as “groundcovers” are suitable for covering large areas.  Although there are several types of groundcover, make sure you select the one that is most suitable for your area.

While groundcovers can be installed from March through September, and sometimes later, spring planting is the most successful.  Temperatures are usually moderate, rainfall is abundant and the plants have a full growing season to become established before the onset of winter.  To insure proper growth when planting in the summer months, make sure plants don’t dry out completely between watering. 

Location, whether it is slopes, sun, shade or, wet or dry areas, should be taken into consideration.  Another item that should be considered is the size of the area to be covered.

Sloping banks and expansive utility areas provide a unique landscape challenge.  Usually the objective of the planting is erosion and weed control as well as appearance.  Vigorous groundcovers such as Crownvetch, Honeysuckle and Virginia Creeper are well suited for this.  Typically, these areas contain landfill or poor soil.  It is usually easiest in this case to lightly grade the area, just enough to remove large rocks, most weeds and debris then over seed with a mixture of annual Tye grass and some type of groundcover in seed form.

Although most groundcovers will work in sun or shade, there may be some tradeoffs.

Groundcover suited to shade when planted in too much sun may become faded or the foliage burnt.  Groundcover suited to sun when planted in too much shade usually flower less, becomes lanky and those with bright colors fade.

Liberal amounts of mulch are essential for a successful groundcover planting.  Mulch helps to deter weeds, retain moisture and prevent heaving over winter.  When mulching a 2-3” covering is very effective.

There is no hard fast rule regarding the spacing of groundcovers.  The closer the spacing, the faster the bed will fill in …and the greater the cost.  Spacing is usually based on the size of the plants used.  

For figuring the number plants required for a given area, multiply the number of square feet by the number of plants per square foot using the following table:

Groundcover spacing chart
	Spacing
	Plants/square foot
	Area covered by 100 plants

	6” centers
	4.00
	24 SF

	8” centers
	2.25
	44 SF

	9” centers
	1.77
	56 SF

	10” centers
	1.44
	69 SF

	12” centers
	1.00
	100 SF

	15” centers
	.64
	156 SF

	18” centers
	.44
	227 SF

	24” centers
	.25
	400 SF


Keep in mind that the larger the bed the more maintenance, in the form of weeding, is required.

[image: image3.wmf]Ask a sales associate which groundcover will best suit your location, keeping in mind that groundcovers not only grow lush and green, but, can bloom magnificently!
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