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Delightful Daylilies
Daylilies are some of the most versatile plants in a garden. The smaller varieties can be used as borders, while some of the larger varieties make for excellent choices in lieu of shrubs. Daylilies range in height from 8 inches to 5 feet and flower in many different colors. Many daylilies have variegated blooms. 

Basic Care

Daylilies require water on a daily basis until they are established. Once established, daylilies are remarkably drought tolerant; however, they do appreciate an occasional watering. 

Daylilies bloom best in the full sun. The hot afternoon sun is especially appreciated. If full sun is not available, 5-6 hours of morning to early afternoon sun is needed. If a daylily does not receive adequate sunlight, the foliage will be nice and green, but the blooms will be few and far between. 
Many varieties of daylilies re-bloom. Moeller Greenhouse & Garden Center stocks over 18 varieties of daylilies of which only one variety does not re-bloom. This variety is called “Hyperion.” It has delightful yellow flowers and a fragrance that is unsurpassed. 

The blooms on daylilies last only one day, hence the name. In order to keep your daylilies blooming, it is necessary to remove spent blooms. This ensures that all of the energy of the plant is going into producing new blooms. Since there are many blooms on a stem, wait until all blooms are spent before removing the stem. Remove the stem at the base of the daylily. Again, this will ensure that the plant continues to bloom. Remember, your first blooms will be your largest, blooms after that will not be as profuse.

Fertilizer

It is also a good idea to fertilize your daylilies in order to promote new blooms. Daylilies are not particular about fertilizer. Any will do. So if you like to fertilize with a liquid such as Miracle Gro, or a time release such as Osmocote, either will suffice.

Pruning

In the fall of the year, cut your daylily back to approximately 2” from the ground. This will help your daylily to winter over.

Dividing 

Daylilies should be divided at least every five years. Feel free to divide them sooner if they become too large for your area. If you don’t divide your daylilies every five years or sooner, they will not bloom as well. The plants seem to go dormant. For more information on dividing your daylilies, go to our tips page and click on the “Dividing Perennials” video. 

Visit us on the web at www.moellergreenhouse.com
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